About Teachers, Profs, Parents: Writers Who Care

whnlhing insiruce

This blog is organized and maintained by members of the Commission on Writing Teacher Education, a working group of the English Language Arts
Teacher Educators (ELATE), part of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE). Our purposes for this blog stem from our passion for
authentic student writing in K-16 schools. We believe that writing instruction is essential for students across grade levels and content areas and that
writing is a way to help students change their worlds. We are teacher educators, classroom teachers, students, parents, and community members,
and we have created this blog to speak to these five audiences. Collaboratively, we hope to:

1. Spotlight and celebrate the powerful writing work that teachers and students currently do, and illustrate how that work could potentially be
affected by certain educational and/or political policies.

2. Circulate information about teaching practices and policies, so that our audiences can advocate strongly for students and teachers.
3. Address how research affects writing in schools and communities, based on our experience in the field of writing instruction.
4. Strengthen the connections and community among universities, K-12 schools, teachers, parents, and students.

By working together, as well as with others who advocate for the teaching profession, our audiences can learn about writing, the teaching of writing,
and the power of engaging young writers in craft and story. We will offer our informed advocacy and arguments, so that others can advocate and
speak loudly as well.

Please read about the creation and development of this blog in the article “Writers Who Care: Advocacy Blogging as Teachers-Professors-Parents.”



http://www2.ncte.org/groups/elate/
http://www2.ncte.org/groups/elate/
http://www2.ncte.org/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/vol3/iss1/10/

Submission Guidelines

Teachers, professors, and parents are invited to submit posts for publication. Submissions should range from 1000-1500 words and be related to
our purpose. Posts should be written for an audience of parents and teachers.

Authors are required to secure necessary permissions to post student work, images of students, or school and teacher names; submission of the
manuscript indicates the author has secured these permissions.

To submit a post for review, send a copy of the post to writerswhocare@gmail.com. We prefer submissions via Google Docs but will accept email
attachments in Microsoft Word. The submission file should be named [Author Last Name_Title of Post]. Please include

a title and byline

a 1-2 sentence bio

an image that relates to the content of the post. All images should be original to the author or include copyright permissions or the
appropriate Creative Commons license. Images should be shared as .jpg via Google drive (preferably) or attached to the email as
a separate file with a file name of [Author Last Name_Title of Post].

Authors retain copyright to their work, and, in fact, we encourage authors to consider their posts as single entries into extended conversations on
their topics. We hope that authors will revise and expand their work and resubmit it to other publications that contribute to public discourse about
writing in schools.


https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/about/
https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/about/

A Heuristic for Drafting a Submission for Writers

Who Care

Choose an engaging title that will show
up in Internet browser searches

Begin with an introduction or vignette
that illustrates a problem related to
authentic writing instruction

Flipping the Script on Research
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https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/2016/11/15/flipping-the-script-on-research/
https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/2016/11/15/flipping-the-script-on-research/

Develop and contextualize the
problem, and your response to it, by
citing or linking to other
research/resources

Attach visuals (images, diagrams,
students’ writing) that complement the
content and increase reader interest

The intense inleres! it Visughn, Alexis, and Ahmed shaw here aboul sophisticated scademic con

nt is the stuff of




How to “Do™ YPAR

Whist makes YPAR so exctng is that it does not follow prescriptive guidebnes; it is dependent on context and the needs
and interests of individusd students. Whist makes YPAR challenging is that it is mposible o create a template or
H : 'Y rosdmap showing exacty how o do it Adults and youth engage i a colective, collaborative effort thal morphs based on
InCI Ude praCtlcaI tl pS for ertlng the: questions thit emerge and the findings that develop, While # is an organic and messy process, we have teased il

teaCherS th at add ress the apart inlo some peneral phases as a starting point, These phases are as follows:

prObIem you IntrOd uced and 1. 1dentity a relevant problem. Young prople sk themseives: Wha! Is something tar | woukd ike fo change
developed above i my schodi? Neighborhood? Communiy? During this phase, adults guide exploration of socal theories
that help ground youth in moee critical understandings of whal is hasppening in the world arcund them.

2. Regearch. Students explore pokcy, hisloey, and cument perspectives an logics of concem. These might be

found in research and magazine articles, books and newspapers, and cn websiles or blogs. Equipped with a
basic understanding of ther topic, youth then move an 1o deveiop ther awn research quesSans and
determine whal resesrch methods waould be best for answerng these guestions. Some of those most
cammanly practiced are inferviews, surveys, focus groups, photovaice, and joumnaling.

3. Create a plan to addreas It. When students have collected and snalyzed dals, they delermine baw they
will leverage ther findings. Some students have shared their research with legislators, researchers,
cammunity leaders, parents, and teachers in the form of more farmal presentations, whie others have
created I-shirt campaigns or community muriss that bring awasreness o their issues. SSil others have
created socal media campaigns or public service announcements and published them caline.

Implement the plan & evaluate Its Impact. Thiz &= whene young peaple take actan. Afler ey execule
ther plans, parScipants go back and reflect on the highs and lows of their projects, document further
questions for research, reflect on their expenence as researchers, and gauge the effectiveness of their
chosen sclions/campsigns.

~

1. Retuming to the process as new questions about the toplc emergs. ¥ the apporturity presents itself, youlh
may decide to continue their research projects 3% new questions emerge. The research process is iterative in that
young peaple's research Irajectories change as they leam more about their topics and the research process.
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e Position the ideas alongside the
goals of ELATE, NCTE, and
Writers Who Care.

o

How is this approach,
experience, strategy
transformative for writers?
What are the ethical
implications? What
inauthentic or oppressive
practices does this trouble,
illuminate?

So what? Why does this
matter for the writers with
whom we are entrusted?

Wihy YPAR?

We have been persuaded that schools coud impeove if more peaple listened to whal young peo

oule have 1o say abaut

suciely and their educabon. In particuar, the products thal have grawn out of students’ projects, induding digil

yaigny, and prasentabons ¥
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slkehakiens, (o name a few, have offered us fnvsh insight info
the: waays in which young peopli hope Lo nat just reimagine, bul also re-image the world around them

Tuke Visughn, for wample, who shared thist exploring mental heath wass important Lo bim a5 a loen identifying ss “quees
and astrczed.” Or Alexis, who sees art as necassay in school cumiculumns, especally for the social and emotional value
that they held for young people fike her, who prsclice arl outskle of schaol, ut dmost never in.” Or Abmed, & recent
mmigrant o the Bronx from Yemen, who siys that he does nol tink kids in his school or neighborhoad are happy: 1 do
nol see happiness snd | want 1o know why, <0 | can fix it In noleboaks, an computer screens, thraugh distogue-this
group of young prople is unifying around a shared research purpose thit wil eventually culminate in acan. Theough
nigorous research, they e growing in their bust for one another, the teacher, and the clissroom space; engagng in a

mullitude of lteracy practices and engagements; and exploring an authentie challenge that faces ther local community.

YPAR is transformative becawse il 1) casts youth ax designers of e research process, 2) expands the kinds of
nformation and types of voices that can be involved in producing knawledge, and 3) makes research matter for the world
beyond Ihe dussroom. We have found YPAR ta be  powerful inquiry model. YPAR centers youth voices, inviles bteracy
engagements thist are humanizing and collabortive, and empowers young peapke to study and then devise authenbic
selutions to social problems that impact their fves (Cammisots 8 Fine, 2008). Taken fogether, we believe thit thess
benefils make & 2 worltwhike mode for those who wim to foste mare eguilsble leaming cppartunities for students insde

and autside of schooks



Engage the specific audiences of
this blog in considering next steps
such as how this might look a year
from now, five years from now.
What might be needed to continue
this conversation and steps to
nurture the writing lives of our
students.

Your Part In YPAR

A fow corsder

ans for thase wishing to ry YPAR:

- [Educators: Cornmunity buil
activities thal you

ng is essential for any YPAR project. Brainsiorm ice-bresker and tes

1 building

n implement in the beginning to assist students in leaming about soc
1 aadult foec

e your students’ interests and ways of knowing? What

msues

Al=a consider your boundaries and allowsnces

fitalor in a youth-centered =pisc

. How will you plan

far and support the YPAR process in a way th

le==sars wil you need to de=ign o prepare students for this kind of interaction?

= Adminietrators- Refiect on how you can position yourself 1o support actions that come oul of students’ research

School dean-ups, dialogues with government officials, student-led workshops, and field trips are examples of
activities thal often times require administra

e appravad. Think sbout how you can be proactive in creang
mechanisms to suppart students’ advocacy work.

= Parents- Have conversations with your chid about whist she = researching. Students bave shared with us that a
¥ 5

powerful aspect of YPAR is being able to share ther with adults who lend o overiook or underestimate

ug
dition o making for rich conversation, dizloguing about ther ideas prepares

the value of ther perspective. In
thern for the advocacy and action that they will be engaged in at the end of the project.

- Adult Alses In the Community: How can you support students’ exalo
provide that might help them better undersiand their topics? How can

tions? Are there resources you can

leverapge your social netwarks ta offer

view subjects. sies for feldwork, or technical assistanoe? Paying efud attention to the gaps n

= Youth: There may be limes where you will have o negoliste with your peers when a disagreement surfasces.

Maybe you different deas about what to focus on far your resesrch or what methods you'd ke o use 1o
cofect data. Try to listen to what everyone has to say and be wiling o compromise. When you decde an a topic
and are re o de=gn your study, create a timeline of all of the things that need to get done and who wil be

t of a2 group

responsible for each task. Remember

YOu are pos

There is no shortage of young people willing to co aeate better fultres far themselves (o for us @, for et matier). B is
up to us to have courage enaugh 1o ke serously sludents’ experiences, nterests, culture, and emerpng understandings
we: can Jook for direction

of the world and of lext, and YPAR might be ane place U
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