
About

This blog is organized and maintained by members of the Commission on Writing Teacher Education, a working group of the English Language Arts 
Teacher Educators (ELATE), part of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).   Our purposes for this blog stem from our passion for 
authentic student writing in K-16 schools. We believe that writing instruction is essential for students across grade levels and content areas and that 
writing is a way to help students change their worlds.  We are teacher educators, classroom teachers, students, parents, and community members, 
and we have created this blog to speak to these five audiences. Collaboratively, we hope to:

1.  Spotlight and celebrate the powerful writing work that teachers and students currently do, and illustrate how that work could potentially be 
affected by certain educational and/or political policies.

2. Circulate information about teaching practices and policies, so that our audiences can advocate strongly for students and teachers.

3. Address how research affects writing in schools and communities, based on our experience in the field of writing instruction.

4. Strengthen the connections and community among universities, K-12 schools, teachers, parents, and students.

By working together, as well as with others who advocate for the teaching profession, our audiences can learn about writing, the teaching of writing, 
and the power of engaging young writers in craft and story. We will offer our informed advocacy and arguments, so that others can advocate and 
speak loudly as well.

 

Please read about the creation and development of this blog in the article “Writers Who Care: Advocacy Blogging as Teachers-Professors-Parents.”

http://www2.ncte.org/groups/elate/
http://www2.ncte.org/groups/elate/
http://www2.ncte.org/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/vol3/iss1/10/


Submission Guidelines 

Teachers, professors, and parents are invited to submit posts for publication. Submissions should range from 1000-1500 words and be related to 
our purpose. Posts should be written for an audience of parents and teachers.

Authors are required to secure necessary permissions to post student work, images of students, or school and teacher names; submission of the 
manuscript indicates the author has secured these permissions.

To submit a post for review, send a copy of the post to writerswhocare@gmail.com. We prefer submissions via Google Docs but will accept email 
attachments in Microsoft Word. The submission file should be named [Author Last Name_Title of Post].  Please include

● a title and byline
● a 1-2 sentence bio
● an image that relates to the content of the post. All images should be original to the author or include copyright permissions or the 

appropriate Creative Commons license.  Images should be shared as .jpg via Google drive (preferably) or attached to the email as 
a separate file with a file name of [Author Last Name_Title of Post].

Authors retain copyright to their work, and, in fact, we encourage authors to consider their posts as single entries into extended conversations on 
their topics. We hope that authors will revise and expand their work and resubmit it to other publications that contribute to public discourse about 
writing in schools.

https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/about/
https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/about/


● Choose an engaging title that will show 
up in Internet browser searches 

● Begin with an introduction or vignette 
that illustrates a problem related to 
authentic writing instruction 

A Heuristic for Drafting a Submission for Writers 
Who Care

https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/2016/11/15/flipping-the-script-on-research/
https://writerswhocare.wordpress.com/2016/11/15/flipping-the-script-on-research/


● Develop and contextualize the 
problem, and your response to it, by 
citing or linking to other 
research/resources 

● Attach visuals (images, diagrams, 
students’ writing) that complement the 
content and increase reader interest 



● Include practical tips for writing 
teachers that address the 
problem you introduced and 
developed above



● Position the ideas alongside the 
goals of ELATE, NCTE, and 
Writers Who Care. 

○ How is this approach, 
experience, strategy 
transformative for writers? 
What are the ethical 
implications? What 
inauthentic or oppressive 
practices does this trouble, 
illuminate?

○ So what? Why does this 
matter for the writers with 
whom we are entrusted?



● Engage the specific audiences of 
this blog in considering next steps 
such as how this might look a year 
from now, five years from now. 
What might be needed to continue 
this conversation and steps to 
nurture the writing lives of our 
students.


